To love their 


ritten in 1talian by that Grand Politieian 


NICHOLAS MACHIAVEL 


\ And now'Tranſlatedinto E noliſh fora 


CHRIST MA SG 1 


N DO N, 


A4 


K : | IF", 
Printed in the Tear 1659, 


Pleaſant Newesfram 0 
Written by N1c HoLas M A cHi 4 


00 God ( ſaies/ Machiavel Yin, 
' ofthe! Florent 


in orear {tice ' Yai ona timewes 
ny devourly athis praycts was wraptin- FE 
toa viſion, wheretwhefawy the fonkes of © 
many men who dying in the diſgrace of Godwentto Hel], - 
allor the greateſt part of which (ys pa, that their wives © 
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lumnies which thoſe men-ſo 


#to, it was thought'convenicnt that this calE ould He mia- 


« dome,complaining that thei 
_ *Crheir ſg, great milery,nnd thi 
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_ «& d&&ubÞt leaſt ſhould wee proceetivogive jadfement accor: 


- ding to this relation, wee migiit be eſteemed tob cruel,,and 
"5 tot glvingiit a3;lnficient!y tcyortinandtoo little lovers of 
: _ 5 *"1equnted-light/arid. vaine;,on. the. other Bdeot injuſt, both _ 
.-# whictyrocas we. being willing to fhun, we have called you 
' 3 -2*{exye this Kmgcome,which hitherto hath been marntained 
14 i Sxwithourt diſgrice orinfumy, inthe ſame fats forthe future, 
= - - © Toevery oe of the Princes reſpeaively,this cate ſeemed 


? 


'-to be of excat import, and worthy {eriousconfideration,f9 ail 


dit- 


Ch 


-i®guftite;andomtbeoncifide all intgthe ſcandallof being ac- uh, 


of them tho ught it neceſſary to fied ont thetructh, yet they © 
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- Poverty, Prifons, diſcontents, jealouſics, fickneile, and.all o- 
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ther misfo: tun? unto wich menqun, uoleite by his cunning or 
ingenuity ;heccould free himſelf from them, Belfager having 
therefore accepted of theſe conditions, and the mopy- comes 
intothe world, and having of his «<ſt.te provided himſelf 
of: Horſe and Servants enters moſt honourably into Florence, 
-ywhich City above. all others in the world,” he chole to ſeare " 
.-himſelte in;as the moſt biting place tor thoſe who would live > 
byuſury,& cauſing himfſclt-to be called Roderigoti Caftilia he | 
.took'a houſe nec1e the/Foroagh of, 211 Saints; and not to let 
wel | A 3  peO» 


Cc 


all whom Roderigochoſe out a moſt beautifull Damlelcalled 
Honeſt , the daughter of Amerigo Donati , who hadlikewiſe 
three ſons andthree other daughters almoſt marriagible, and 
though he was of a moſt noble family, and of very good ac- 
countin Florence , yet in reſpeR of the grear Charge he had , 
and likewiſe of his nobilitie, he was indeed bur poor, Rederi- 
Lokept a moſt magnificent and ſplendid marriage, nor did he 
ſpare of any coſt-which mizht mike it compleat or equal to 
any other feaſts of the like nature, being by the laws impoſed 
upon him before his c »ming from hell'to be {ubjeQto all hu- 
mane paſſions, and therefore ſoon after he began to take 
pleafurein the honour and pomp of the world, ani ro love ro 


be praiſed amongſt men , which was ſome cauſe of no ſmall 


expence, but beſides that he had not lived long with his wiſe 
Madam Horeſta, but he fell in love with her beyond meaſure, 
for, could he live if at anyMime be ſaw her ſad or diſpleaſed ; 
yet ſo much pride had ſhe with her nobility broughtto- Rogt- 


7izo's houſe, that Lucifer never had ſo much, and he who had 
proved thar of both, thought this of his wife the greater, But 


fill it increaſed more and more when ſhe had found-out the 
great love which her husband bore her,whereby ſhe perceivd 
that ſhe might every way rule over him, ſothar ſhe doubted 
not only to command him , but-toabule him with villanous 


words and ſcolding language, which though it were anincre- 


dible 
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| HMONy;, - DULL. ad 
oveall'to thelove he bore her made him endureir with pa- 
tience.: Tſhall omitthe grand expenſe which he was forced 
tobezt -in clothing her after the new modes and faſhions 
which aboutd in Florence, his being forced if he would bear 
peace with his wife to help to marry her other ſiſters which 
coſt him no ſmall ſumme of money, for after this he was con- 


* ſirdinedto gain quictneſſe from her to ſend one of her bro- 


thers with cloth into the Zevayt , the other with falkesinto 
rheWeft.and to open a ſhop forthe third inFlorexce,by which 
neans he ſpent the greateſt part ofhis fortunes. And more- 
ver 1: the times'of Cornevale and Midſommer when that City 


_ of Florence by ancient cuſtomes uſe to feaſt , aud the noble 


Citizenstreat one another with ſumptuous Banquets, Ma- 
dam Honeſta not to be inferiour to other Ladies in thoſe en- 
rertaifiments forced Rederigo to cxcecd all others in iplendid- 
neſſe, - Yet all theſe charges made not ſo great ahole 1n Ro- 


derigo's eſtate; as what ſhe ſpent on her loyers , when under 


pretence of going for devotion ſake to viſit ſome Nunnery 
ſhe mertthem atprivate Conventicles,which though her huſ- 
bandas our women now when they goto LeAures was ſen- 
fible of , yet would he have patiently endured this with the 
reſt; could he but have lived quietly at home;or that by theſe 
means he might have had4ibertic to have peaceably expeRted 


- hisruine, But it fell our quite contrary , for notwithſtanding 


his inſupportable expences, her'inſolent nature ſtill increaſeg, 
and there was neither maid-ſervant ror man who- could en- 
dure the houſe long, whereby Roaerigo's affairs went daily to 
rack by reaſon he could not keep any ſervant to look after 


them; for thoſe Devils whoin the habit of ſervants came 


with him fronrhell,;choſe rather to return into the fire of hel! 


then remain there under 'herimperious brawlings. Roderigo 


thus enduring this tumultuous and unquiet life had now ſpent 
* Tp the 
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| n to live pon. he 
wt and Nil reſolving to live according to the port he had 
firt maintained; heinthe mean rime took up money at inter» 
ct, which made him beginto be noted as a perſon in a de- 
caying condition , to haſten which an a ſudden news came, 
chatotie of the brothers of Madam Hojeſta had played away 
all thoſe go>ds with which hewas intruſted , and'thatthe 0. 
ther returning with a ſhip laden with goods without having 
enſured them, was with them himſelt drowned , upon which 
news the Creditors of Roderigo judging him now gone. 
( rhough they could: not yet dilcover it becauſe their money. 
\ was not yer due )took counſel] rogether, leaſt he ſhould take 
occaſion to fly beforethe day of payment. Onthe other fide, 
Roderigo ſecing his caſe now deſperate, and knowing to what 
the1nternal law bound him, thoughtby all means ro fly:, and 
one mothing early mounting-0n borſeback , and living vigh 
rhe meddow. gate; gets by itout of the City, but his Credt- 
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was immediatly brought to the Magiſtrates, who {00n.0r- 
_ dered the purſuit of him; norindeeddiithe Serjeants onely, 
but the whole City run aſter him ſothat henotbeing above 

a mile from the Town when this Rumour was raiſed, found” 
himſelfin an ill caſe, 8 therefore reſolyed to leave thie road& 
traverſe the ficlds, but not being able by reaſon of the many 
ditches, to go on horſeback, alighting, he ran croſs rhe 
Vineyards ill he came tothe houte- of Toba Matthews a. * 
Countrey-illow, to whom he mage known his. condi- 
tion, promiſing . that if he would ſave him from the . 
hands of his enemies who purlued him to make him - 
4npriſog, he would miks him rich; and woull bctore his 
departite give him ſach an account of chewy, t147 if he 

_ id notlike ihe ſh2u'd: dcliver hiax into his enemies hands, 
NM hn Matherss, though a count: y-Man,was 4 ſtout fcllow,and 
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{atisfic thee, and becauſe thou ſhalt beliey that I can do it, Ile 
tell thee who I am. Here hee recounted who he was the laws 
Dc had to come out of hell, and the taking of his wite. &c, And 


* Sas; 1, 
; ah 
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« 


then told him that the way whereby ke would make him 
- Rich ſhouid in fuamm bee this, That when he ſhould hear that 


"0 


_ any woman was pofleſt with an evil ſpirit, he ſhould beleive 
that it was he that was within her, and aſſured him that he 
would never go out till he came to fetch him, whereby he 
mi2ht have occaſion to make himſelf be paid as he pleaſed, 
and having madc this concluſion he vaniſhed, Nor were there 

- mary dates paſt, but there was ſpread abroad a Rumor 
- throughout all F/orcaxce how a daughter of Mr. Ambrogio A- 

 madti was policſt with a Devil, nor were her parents 

wanting to uſe all thoſe remedies which are commonly uſed 
|  1nltelyin like caſes,puting on her head the Cap of St, Zanoby 
"and the mantle of St. Geo. Gnalberto, all which things Rode. 
+ 7tgolaught at,but to make it clearly appear that it wasa De- 
vil. he diſcored in litine and diſcovered the fins of many,a- 
mong wich hetold of a Frier, who under a young Fillers Hha- 
bit, bad kept a wench four years in his Cell, Inthe.mean 
| time noremedy was found, till John Mathews hearing of it, 
| profiered Mr. Ambregio to cure his daughter for fiye' hut 
| Ored Florines which he willinzly agreeing to give, Toh 

__ Mathiws cauling ſeyerat maſles to befaid to colon the buſt» 

nes, whiſperedto Rederigo that he was come, and that there- 
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- thinking now to enjoy himſelf,and not dreaming that Roderi- 
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the maid, to the pleaſure and admiration of all Florence,. 
nor paſttheir much time bur the news was ſpread that rhe 
King of Nap/es daughter was poſſeſſed, and no remedy being 
found, 70hn Mathewes,whoſe fame was now abroad, was {ent 
for, who being arrived,after ſome feigned ceremony. cured 
her,but Roderigo before he parted out, told him, Thou ſeeſt (ſaith; 
hee that I have obſerved my promiſe in making thee rich 
and-therfore being diſobliged in thar, I am not bound to thee 
in any thing whatſoever, therefore be content to come no 
more before me, for if thou doeſt,as I have hicherto donthee 


_ good, ſol will forthe future do thee harm, Thus 10hnMathews 


haveing finiſhed his work at Naples,returned to Florence very 
rich (for the King of Noples had given fifty thouſand ducats) | 


8 mcant to oftendhim,butthoſe thoughts of his were ſoon dis 
urbed by certain new's from Praxcegthat the Kings daughter 
there was poſſeſſed whick extreamly perplexed !0hn Matthews 
both to thinke of the power of that King,and of the words 
which Roderigohad ſpoke him; but whileſt he was thus per- 
plexed (no other remedy being found ) comes a meſſenger 
to defire him tocome and caſt the Devil our, to whom he. 
feinedhimlelf fick and unable ro go, whereupon the King 
ſent Ambaſſadors to the ſenate who forced him much againſt 
his will, bzing thexefore come to Pars, he firſt began roa:gue 
with the Kinz,anglit1 him, That it was true that he had here< 
tofore cured Ping #10 had been poſlefied with Devils, but it 
could not from thence be thought that he was to cure all, for 
that there were ſome Devils of ſo perverſe a nature that they 
fearcdneltherthreats nor inchantments, nor anyRcligion, bur 
RT s however 


1 
. 


thatthou art made Rich by my means, I'le make thee and e- 
very oneelſe know how to give and take away at pleaſure,and 


with, and this was one of them, but however he would try: 


* de{ervec. In the mean time{ ſai's he)your Majeſtie ſhall erect 


Muſick which whea I lift up my har,(ball,founding thoſe in- 


x6 


Mathewes was extreainly troubled at this, but however, * 
putting.ona a good heart,he cauſed the Kings davghter to be 
brought before him, and whiſpering inher ear, humbly recom: 
mends himlſclf to Roderigo, remembring him of the benefit 
he had done him and- ling of how much Togratitude he 
would bc example of,if ke ſhould abandon himiin ſogreat ne- 
ccſhty, To which Roderigo anſwered, ah Villain, Traytor, 
how durſt thou appear again before me, doſt thinke to boaſt | 


thetfore before thou gocſt from hence Ile have thee hanged, bw, 
W herupon 1ehn Mathiyws,not ſecing other remedy atpreſent, 7 
thought to try his fortune another way, and fending away +Y 
the poſſeſſed, tels the King, that as he had laid before there 

were {ome perverſe divels whom nothing could prevaile 


a farther experience, which if ir prevailed his Majeſtie had 
what hedeſired, if: nor, he ſhould be at his mercy, whichrhe 
hoped he would uſe with that compaſion which hisinnocence 


ala ge theatre,capable to containe all your Barons,and the 5 
Clergy of this City, the theater ſhall be covered with _ 4 
cloth of Gold ard filk, and inthe midſt of it an altar ercGied _ 

and on the Sunday mornigg your Majeſtic, with the Clergy, 
and all the Princes and Barons of your Realm, with Kingly 
Porrp and [plendid and rich habiliments ſhall affemble upen i 
1r,haveing firſt celebrated a Solemn mzſle,fhall cauſe your - a 
daughter to be brought, and moreover in one corner, of the 4 
theatre ſhall be placed at leaſt twenty p&@{oys with Trumpets, 
Hornes, Drums, Cornets,Symbals,and all manner of loud 


B 2 
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and Sunday Morning being come, andthetheatrc 
- fld with noble perfonages and the whole place with 'pcople, 


the maſie being celebrated, the poſſeſſed was brought to the: 


 Alkar,condud:d by two Biſhops, accompanied with many 0- 
ther perſons of quality, Bur,when Roderigo ſaw all this pomp 
: and ſplendor,he began to reaſon with himſelf thus, what hath 
this fooliſh fellow chought to doe, doth he think tofright me 
with. all this ſhow : do's henot know thatT am uſed to fee 


ld 


the pomp of Heaven, and the Furies of hcl? burT wall 


chaſtiſe him. In the mean time Tohn Matbewes coming 
rowards hiin, began again to pray him that he ſhould de- 
part; oh ( fai's he') you. have found our a fine invention, 
- whatdoſt think to do with all this foppery, doſt think by this 
to eſcape my power,or the Kings anger 7 ni, Ilehave thee 
ſurely hang'd,and thus one praying,and the other ill deny- 


ing, 1ohn Matthew s thoughr fit not to looſe any moretime , 


lifting up.his hat , the Joud'M ufick advanced foundinz , at 
which ſudden noiſe Roderigo amazed, deminded what the 
meaning of it was, to which 70h Matthews replied, my 


Roderigo , tis thy, wife who 1s coming to fand thee out, here; - 


Twas beyond beliefro think how much Roderigo was. moyed 
to hear his wife named, but ſo much it was, that not ſtaading 
co think whether it was "pb ar not that ſhe ſhouldbe 
there,without replyingany thing, in a'great fright keammedi- 
" ately.fled away, leaving the Kings ; dang hrer dif poſſelſed,and 
choſe rather to return to ile!l, chore 4d) Jive ai account oF his 
ations, thenagain with ſo many diſaſters and diſcontetrs un- 
_ dergo 0c the matrimonial yoak, And-thus Belfazor returned: 


to Hel'to give 3ccount how much milchiet. a Wits breeds i in - 
& houſe; and Tohs Matthews WRo koew more thenthe Deyil 


- went mertily home, 
ih EF I NI S. 


heſe things w were & punQuilly orien” Aon 2.0. 


